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gate, which jutted out so as to enfilade a great
part of the wall, then barring the entrance with
cross beams, he planted a gun through the em-
brasure thus formed, and loaded it with grape.

The columns approached steadily under a
heavy fire of musquetry from the walls, but igno-
rant of this arrangement to take them in flank.
Lieutenant Ellis led his pioneers close under the
wall, where they planted the ladders. He was,
however, killed immediately after, by the fire of
the gun before mentioned; and the greater part
of the pioneers, and of the head of the column,
were swept down with him.

An attempt was then made to gain the wicket,
but without effect; whereupon the troops, find-
ing it impossible to enter the place, fell back to
the shelter of some huts, at a little distance out-
side the walls. The Major-general had stayed this
while in the battery; but immediately he saw the
troops retire, he hastened forward with three
fresh companies of the 53d, determined to carry
the fort tor perish. General Gfllespie attempted
to lead the columns again to the ramparts; but
as the men saw no practicable means of ST0T
mounting the wall, he was not so readily f^ty^ed
as he wished. He pushed forward^ however,
with about a httmiwd dismounted meh of the
8th dragoons $'" a r^giirifetit he1 liad once com-
manded, and whibh was much attached to hitai.